
 W7VMI

Amateur Radio Emergency Service

Vashon-Maury Island

LACC 

Local Area Communications Center
E-mail over ham radio
Assume you are at the Burton fire station using the callsign NN7SS and you’d like to send an e-mail to the EOC at the main fire station via the radio message server at W7VMI-10 at the main Centurytel switching building.  W7VMI-10 will receive the message from you, send it over the Internet to a central Winlink message server, and receive the message back from it.  The next time W7VMI checks for e-mail at W7VMI-10 the message will automatically be forwarded.  
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NN7SS@winlink.org

Via 

W7VMI-10

To: 

W7VMI@winlink.org

The Cloud

Laptop Modem Transceiver

Antenna

Below is your station:


Initial Setup

1. Set up the Yaesu FT-7800 radio for voice operations following the LACC documentation.

2. Locate the laptop computer and plug into the 120v power outlet

3. Locate the Kantronics KPC-3+ (Packet Communicator 3 plus) and plug into the 12v DC power block.

4. Locate the data jack on the back of the Yaesu FT-7800. Plug the mini-din connector (round plug) from the Kantronics KPC-3+ into the data jack.
5. Locate the 25 pin (9-pin??) serial jack on the laptop computer. Plug the serial cable from the Kantronics KPC-3+ into the serial jack.

6. Power on the KPC-3+.

7. Power on the Laptop computer.

8. The Airmail program should start automatically.

9.  Follow the instructions below to send E-mail  messages.
This assumes the Internet is up at the station receiving.  If not, see “THE INTERNET IS DOWN” at the end of this packet. 
Note: The Yaesu FT-7800 radio has the capability to function as a voice radio and a data radio. You cannot do both at the same time but you can leave the data cables plugged in while you are transmitting on voice and the microphone plugged in when you are transmitting data. 
 All digital gateway frequencies are pre-loaded in Hyper-Memory button 3 - aka "ARES Regional".  Furthermore, each frequency has been given the mnemonic as follows:
DGTAL1    = W7VMI-10
DGTAL2    = K7NHV-10
DGTAL3    = WA7FW-10
DGTAL4    = W7EFR-4
DGTAL5    = NS7C-3
DGTAL6    = W7DK-4
DGTAL7    = KC7HXC-10
DGTAL8    = AA7ZV-10
 

KC7KEY-10 is skipped as it is the same frequency as NS7C-3.

[image: image2.emf]Create and post a new message

Open Airmail.

Then:

Click on the blank page icon, which will say ‘Format a new Message’ as your mouse hovers over it


Create a message

See above

If your addressee isn’t in the address book you can add them or hit escape to put the e-mail address in the “TO” box.  

Type your message.


[image: image3.emf]Post the message. Click the mailbox icon.

The message is now sitting in the outbox. 

If you click on the Outbox in the folder window, you will see the mailbox icon next to the message. 

The new message will be sent when you connect:



to the internet via an RMS if you post via WL2K



to the other station if you added that station callsign to the ‘Post via’ box


POST THE MESSAGE
See above
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SELECT THE MODULE TO SEND THE MESSAGE

1. Select “Modules” 

2. Select “Packet Client” 
3. The Screen below should appear.

[image: image5.emf]
Send the message

1. Enter the call sign below in the “CONNECT TO” field.  The preferred station is W7VMI-10, but you may need to try other stations if you are unable to connect to W7VMI-10. (Any station listed below can post your message to any recipient if the internet is up at the station you connect to and at the recipient’s site). If the Internet is down at either end, follow the Internet is down procedures below.
· W7VMI-10

Vashon


145.070

· K7NHV-10

Vashon


144.350

· WA7FW-10

Federal Way

144.930

· W7EFR-4

Issaquah

144.950

· NS7C-3


Auburn


145.030

· KC7KEY-10

Maple Valley

145.030

· W7DK-4

Tacoma


144.910

· KC7HXC-10

Kent


145.010

· AA7ZV-10

Tacoma


145.630

2. Change the frequency on the radio to match the station you wish to contact. 
3. Click on the green button to send the message.

4. The lower left box (Check every … minutes) should be left blank.

Airmail will automatically send any messages in the outbox that are waiting to go, and it will automatically download any messages addressed to you. 
READING E-MAILS
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1. Click on the Inbox.

2. Read your message.

· The Winlink (Airmail’s mail host) has an antispam feature. It does not allow messages to be sent to you unless you have sent the recipient a message first. It remembers your recipients for 400 days in the whitelist and any message from them will bypass the spam filter. 

· Winlink will also allow any message from any other winlink user without checking for spam. Any message from someone@winlinkorg is always allowed.

· E-mail from any address not in your whitelist will be delivered through Winlink ONLY if the subject has this wording:

· //WL2K /  (same as “Routine” below)

· //WL2K R/ ("Routine" Messages).

· //WL2K P/ ("Priority" precedence).
· //WL2K O/ ("Immediate”) 
for agency use.
· //WL2K Z/ ("Flash") 

for agency use.
SENDING E-MAIL TO CELLPHONES
You can also send an E-mail to any cell phone with text message capabilities.

1. Enter  the Cell phone number followed by the @ sign and the carrier name from the list below in the TO field. (e.g. 2065551212@messaging.centurytel.net.

2. Enter a title of no more than 20 characters.

3. Enter a message of no more than 140 characters.

4. Follow the procedures for Posting and Sending a message above.

	AllTel 
	number@message.alltel.com 

	AT&T Wireless Services 
	number@txt.att.net 

	Bell Mobility 
	number@txt.bellmobility.ca 

	Bluegrass Cellular 
	number@sms.bluecell.com 

	CenturyTel 
	number@messaging.centurytel.net 

	Cincinnati Bell 
	number@mobile.att.net 

	Cingular Wireless 
	number@cingularME.com 

	Corr Wireless Communications 
	number@corrwireless.net 

	Dobson Cellular Systems 
	number@mobile.dobson.net 

	Dobson-Alex Wireless 
	number@mobile.cellularone.com 

	Dobson-Cellular One 
	number@mobile.cellularone.com 

	Inland Cellular Telephone Co. 
	number@inlandlink.com 

	Metro PCS 
	number@metropcs.sms.us 

	Microcell 
	number@fido.ca 

	Midwest Wireless 
	number@clearlydigital.com 

	Nextel 
	number@messaging.nextel.com 

	PCS ONE 
	number@pcsone.net 

	Pioneer/Enid Cellular 
	number@msg.pioneerenidcellular.com 

	Price Communications 
	number@mobilecell1se.com 

	Public Service Cellular 
	number@sms.pscel.com 

	Qwest Wireless 
	number@qwestmp.com 

	Rogers 
	number@pcs.rogers.com 

	Rural Cellular 
	number@typetalk.ruralcellular.com 

	SprintPCS 
	number@messaging.sprintpcs.com 

	Telepak/Cellular South 
	number@csouth1.com 

	Telus 
	number@msg.telus.com 

	Triton 
	number@tms.suncom.com 

	US Cellular 
	number@uscc.textmsg.com 

	US Unwired 
	number@messaging.sprintpcs.com 

	Verizon Wireless 
	number@vtext.com 

	Virgin Mobile 
	number@vmobl.com 

	Voicestream 
	number@voicestream.net 

	West Central Wireless 
	number@sms.wcc.net 

	Western Wireless 
	number@cellularonewest.com


THE INTERNET IS DOWN
If the Internet is down a RMS Packet station that doesn’t have an operator can hold messages for local Winlink stations until that stations checks in to pick up mail.  So if W7VMI-10 doesn’t have the Internet you can connect and send a message to Burton at NN7SS@Winlink.org and it will be delivered when someone at Burton checks in with that callsign.  You’ll be able to check back later for any replies as well. 

If there is no operator at the RMS packet station it won’t be able to forward your message.  It will hold it until the Internet comes back up.  As an alternative, you might try other RMS packet stations to see if they have the Internet.  You will know you when you connect – if the message you see when you connect says “using local database” then that stations doesn’t have the Internet and can’t forward.
If an RMS packet has HF forwarding (and has a human operator who is paying attention) that station can forward your messages to regular Internet e-mail addresses to an HF mailbox station that does have the Internet and it will be quickly forwarded over the Internet to its destination SMTP address.  Replies that come back to you at the callsign from which you sent the message will be automatically forwarded to the same mailbox station and the RMS packet station you used to send it will receive the reply and hold it for you.  Our two local RMS packet stations that do have HF forwarding capabilities when an operator is present are W7VMI-12 in the club trailer and K7NHV-10.
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Post the message. Click the mailbox icon.

The message is now sitting in the outbox. 





If you click on the Outbox in the folder window, you will see the mailbox icon next to the message. 



The new message will be sent when you connect:

to the internet via an RMS if you post via WL2K

to the other station if you added that station callsign to the ‘Post via’ box
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Now look for the “mailbox” icon in the middle of the row of icons.  Click on it and your message goes into the outbox ready to send.  If you click the outbox in the message index you’ll see your new message with a mailbox next to it, ready to go.  Messages with a green checkmark have already been sent.  
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The height of the text box and its associated line increases or decreases as you add text. To change the width of the comment, drag  the side handle.


From: NN7SS@winlink.org


To: W7VMI@winlink.org


Via W7VMI-10


The Cloud


Laptop


Modem


Transceiver


Antenna


Below is your station:









Create and post a new message

Open Airmail.





Then:

Click on the blank page icon, which will say ‘Format a new Message’ as your mouse hovers over it
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Here is how you send a message.  When you open Airmail you see the “message index.”  Click on the 3rd icon, the blank page.  You get a blank message with the address book window open on top of it.
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